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To His GRACE 


WILLIAM Duke of Devonſhire, 


Lord Lieutenant of IRELAND, &c. &c. &c, 


The following Diſcourſe, humbly calculated to 
promote Britiſh Courage and Virtue, is, in Ac- 
knowledgment of His Grace's Favour to the Au- 


thor, with all Reſpect and Humility, 


Tnſcrib'd by 
His Grace's 
much oblig'd, 
and moſt dutiful 


Servant, 


r 


S ER M ON 


th. 
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Ps ALM LXXXI. Ver. 13, 14. 


O that my People had hearkned unto me, and Iſrael bad walked in my 
Ways ! | 


T ſhould ſoon have ſubdued their Enemies, and turned my Hand againſt their 


Adverſaries. 


of the Houſe of God, and delivered to Aſaph, w 
the three chief Muſicians of the Kingdom of T/-ael in David's 

Reign, and Preſident over thoſe who ſounded the Cymbals. 
It ſeems by the Style to have been compoſed upon the extraordinary 
Occafion of entering into a new War, which was proclaimed in the pub- 
lick Aſſembly at the Neu- moon, which, the Prophet tells us, was kept as 


T HIS Pſalm is a Feſtival Hymn, compoſed for the pony Service 


a ſolemn Feaſt-Day, by a Statute for Iſrael, by a Law of the God of Ver. 4 


Jacob. | 
The divine Poet. begins loftily with exhorting all to praiſe God, and 
calling on the whole Choir, both vocal and inſtrumental, to ſing aloud 


unto GOD our Strength. To this he urgeth them from God's ſpecial v. 1. 


Command, and from the many remarkable Deliverances which he had 
wrought for the People of Hael. 

From the mentioning of theſe Deliverances, he takes Occaſion, in a 
ſublime Proſopopæia, to introduce God himſelf, as giving Law to his 
People, and upbraiding them with their Diſobedience and frequent Re- 
bellions, as the true Cauſe that prevented theſe Deliverances from being 
more 


o was firſt of 


— mn — — 
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| xi. xii. more compleat. My People -would not hearken to my Voice: and Iſrael 


would none of me. So 1 gave them up unto their own Hearts Luſt: and 
they walked in their own Counſels. 

Hereupon God changes His Voice from that of a Law-giver, and, in 
the melting Language of a tender Father, who is grieved at the Neceſſit 
He is under of correcting his Children, crys out to them, O that m 


— - | | y 
People had hearkened wnto me, and Iſrael had walked in my Ways; I ſbou d 


ſoon have ſubdued their E nemies, and turned my Hand againſt their Adver- 
faries ! | 


Theſe Words, without needing any farther Explanation, evident! 
point out to us this important Propoſition, very fit to be attended to at all 
Times, but eſpecially at this Seaſon, that, 

«© Obedience to the Divine Laws, or Religion and Virtue, is the beſt 
„Means whereby a Nation may obtain both a ſpeedy and effectual Vic- 
ct tory over its Enemies, | | : 

This Propoſition may poſſibly appear as a Paradox, to thoſe who look 
only at outward Appearances, who conſider War as a State of Diſcord 
and Confuſion, wherein the noiſe and claſhing of Arms drown the Voice 
of Laws; Paſſions rage and boil; and Things Human and Divine are, 
with Impunity, trampled under foot. And I am perſuaded, that there are 
many Men of Honour and Courage, whom it would be eaſy to gain over 
to Religion and Virtue, were they once convinced, that ſuch a courſe of 
Life was the moſt effectual to gain Laurels to themſelves, and Victory to 
their Country, I ſhall therefore endeavour to evince the Truth of this 
Propoſition, from theſe two Conſiderations. 


iſt, „ That the Practice of Religion and Virtue tends to exalt the 
Courage of a Nation, 


2dly, © That it ſecures to us the Aſſiſtance of the GOD of Hoſts, up- 
* on whoſe Favour Victory does depend.” | | 

It will be readily aſſented to, that whatever tends to exalt the Courage 
of a Nation is a conſiderable ſtep to Victory. Upon this Principle were 
formed the Inſtitutions of the Roman and Grecian Commonwealths, 
whoſe Triumphs ſounded over the World. The whole Buſineſs of their 
Philoſophers, Orators, and Generals, was to harden Men with a kind of 
Inſenſibility againſt Dangers, to animate them with a Zeal for their 
Country, and to carry them on with an impetuous Ardour in Battle: And 


of ſo much Conſequence was Military. Courage among them, that, as if 


it compriſed all the reſt, it went by the peculiar Name of Virtue. 5 
o 


N 
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Now that Religion tends to beget and exalt in us true Courage is plain, 
if we conſider the Influence which it has, 


| 
| y . 88 . . * . * 
ÞS: « In ſubduing our vicious Appetites and Paſſions, and in maintaining 


to Reaſon its juſt Empire and Authority.” 

As Vice is a departing from the Dignity and Perfection of the Human 
Nature, ſo its natural and neceſſary Conſequence js to ſink and debaſe the 
Scul. It impairs all its Powers and Faculties; confounds and darkens 
the Underſtanding, attaches and chains the Affections to mean and grovel- 
ing Satisfactions, and, like a dead Weight ſtanding on it, oppreſſes the ac- 
tive Powers, ſo that they cannot riſe to noble or generous Attainments. | 
This is evidently true of ſenſual Pleaſures. J/horedom and Wine take Hoſ. 4. | 
away the Heart. And it is no leſs applicable to any unruly Paſſion, which *. ] 
has the aſcendant over us, and interrupts the free and calm exerciſe of our 
Reaſon. The ſacred Scriptures therefore very juſtly repreſent all vicious 
Men as Perſons of a baſe and ſervile Diſpoſition, as /ed Captive by the 2 Tim. 2. 
Devil, as ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, nay as Bond- Slaves, fold tow" __| 
commit Iniquity. The Apoſtle Paul, writing to the Romans, a People,, Kis 21. 
who, like us Britons, boaſted of their Courage and Liberty above other xxv. | 
Nations, in his whole ſixth Chapter, dwells largely on this Image of | 
Slavery which Vice preſents us with. And what kind of Courage is to be | 
expected from Slaves is eaſy to tell. Brutal Force inflamed by Paſſion ö 
may ſometimes, at the firſt onſet, tranſport them, like wild Beaſts, to an | 
exceſs of Rage and Violence: But to calm intrepid Courage and firmneſs | 
of Mind ſuch Perſons are Strangers. 1 

Now the Buſineſs of Religion is, to root out theſe Vices and Paſſions | 
which debaſe and enſlave us. The very firſt Leſſon it teaches us is, to g 
mortify thoſe fleſhy Luſts that war againſt the Soul. Having once ſubdued i Pet. 12. 
theſe rebellious Vices which are the diſturbers of the Soul, it reſtores Xi. 
Order, Regularity, and juſt Authority, It re-eſtabliſhes Reaſon and Ho- 
nour in its Throne, and reduces the inferior Paſſions and Appetites to their 
juſt Subordination. Inſtead of lawleſs Licentiouſneſs, it introduces a per- 
fect Liberty, and diffuſes a divine Calm over the Heart, in one Word, it | 
raiſes Men from the Bondage of Corruption to the glorious Liberty of the Rom. 8. 
Jons of God. and what may not be expected from Men exalted to this**. 
pitch of Liberty, the true Spring of Courage! The Wiſe Man tells us, 
that he that ruleth over his own Spirit is better than the Mighty ; ſtronger prov. 16. 
than him that taketh a City. It muſt be owned, that ſuch a Man is not ſo i. 
hardened againſt the Miſeries of his fellow Creatures, nor carried on with | 

| | thoſe ; 


: 
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thoſe ſudden tranſports of Fury, which have gained wicked Men ſome- 
times the Character of Brave. But then, he has an inexhauſted fund of 
Courage within himſelf: And in diſcharging his Duty excels the boldeſt 
Sons of Vice, in like Manner as the calm Courage of an Angel, executing 
the Divine commands, is above that of a Devil delighting in Ravage and 
Deſtruction. 
ix, Religion exalts the Courage of a Nation, “ by training up Men in 
Diſcipline, and teaching them to bear Hardſhips,” The Perſians under 
Cyrus, the Spartans, and every Nation which roſe to Dominion and Em- 
pire, were formed and molded into Conrage by Diſcipline and being 
inured to Difficulties, And we find that God himſelf thought fit to train 
up and diſcipline the Nation of J/-ae/, for forty Years in the Wilderneſs, 
before He led them on to the Conqueſt of Canaan. | 
Now Religion, and particularly the Chriſtian, is calculated, beyond all 
Mat. 16. other Syſtems, for this Purpoſe. It teaches us 7 deny ourſelves, to fake 
xxiv. up our Croſs, and to endure Hardneſs as a good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt. 
* The Chriſtian, ſo far from ſinking into Effeminacy and Luxury, and 
Heb. 2.x.2 State of inglorious Eaſe, is inſtructed to be always on his Watch : 
Mar. xiii. to Fake to bim the whole Armour of God, and to wreſtle, not only 
, A 6. again Fl-fh and Blood, (that is his own Paſſions and Appetites) but 
W xii. allo again the Principalities and Powers of Darkneſs, He who con- 
quered ſuch Enemies as theſe will ſcarce fear any other: His daily 
Victories confirm his Courage; and, if at any Time the Cauſe of his 
Country calls upon him to exert it in the Field, he approaches his Adver- 
ſary with the aſſured air of an hardy Veteran. This leads to another 
Point whereby Religion encreaſeth Courage, 
By raifing and exalting the Mind above the Fear of thoſe Dangers 
« and Pains that affright others.” As Vice is acting a Part unworthy 
of our Nature, it is naturally attended with Shame and Diffidence, The 
H Wicked fleeth when no Man purſueth. No Wonder if he ſhould, ſince he 
carryeth his ſevereſt Enemy, his own Conſcience, in his Boſom, But 
the Righteous is bold as a Lion. Conſcious of his Soul's Immortality and 
= - Integrity, he is exalted above the World, and treads all temporal Evils 
ral. 27. under Foot. He is not afraid, tho an Hoſt encamp againſt him. In the 
ii. Day of Battle, the Inſtruments of Death, which fly thick around and 
2 ſtrike Terror to the Soul which is unſtrung and diſſipated by Vice, are 
eſteemed by him but as Straw or rotten Wood, Collected within himſelf, 
his Arm carries with it a double Force, He penetrates thro” the thickeſt 


of 
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of his Enemies, equally prepared to conquer or to die. The Greeks and 
Romans, to inſpire a Contempt of Dangers, began their Battles with a 
military Hymn. But where was ever any ſo adapted to this Purpoſe as 
that which a Chriſtian can ſing, which St. Pau has recorded. Kom. viii. 
35, &c. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of Chriſt? Shall Tribulation, 
or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword? 
Nay, in all theſe Things we are more than Conquerors thro him that 
loved us! For I am perſuaded that neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor 
Prinapalities, nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor 
Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord! 

This carries me on to the laſt Thing whereby Religion promotes the 
Courage of a Nation, By animating us with the ſtrongeſt Motives.” 
It muſt be confeſſed, that Honour, Liberty, juſt Reſentment againſt an 
inſolent Enemy, and Love of our Country are powerful Incentives to Cou- 
rage, and ſuch as cannot fail to warm the Breaſt of every one who has 
any generous Principles remaining in him. All theſe the Man of Reli- 
gion and Virtue feels, and probably in a more exquiſite Manner than 
other Men. But beſide theſe, he has Motives to inſpire and animate him 
which they are Strangers to.—Does a Soldier fight with double Valour in 
the immediate Eye of his General? How muſt the religious Man acquit 
himſelf, who conſiders himſelf as doing his Duty in the immmediate Eye 
of God? Does the Confidence of our Strength make us act with greater 
Reſolution? How mighty muſt the Chriſtian Hero be, who is aſſured 
that God is on his Side? that his Almighty Power is his Shield and 
Sword. This full Perſuaſion gives him an infinite Advantage, it raiſes 
him above the narrow Bounds of human Courage, and arms him with 
a Kind of Omnipotence againſt his Enemy. Does the Proſpect of Ho- 
nour, and Power, and Riches, which attend and crown the Conquerors, 
excite Men to great and noble Atchievements? With what a god-like Ardour 
muſt the Chriſtian preſs forward, who knows that God himſelf is ready to 
reward his faithful Service to his Country? who reſts aſſured, that there 
is reſerved for him, not a fading Crown of Lawrel, or Flowers, or Oaken 
Leaves, ſuch as the ancient Romans crowned their Conquerors with; but 


an incarruptible Crown of Glory. Chriſtianity aſſures us, that He who 75; Cor. ix. 


faithful unto Death ſhall receive the Crown of Life. And our Lord faith, 25. 


to him that overcometh will I grant to fit with me on my Throne. Theſe Chas. il. 


are ſome of the Motives that animate the Soul of a religious Man, 21, 
B and 
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and carry on the Chriſtian Soldier to a certain Triumph. And it is not 


at all to be wondered at, if Men inſpired with ſuch Principles ſhould 
prove invincible. The World has often ſtood aſtoniſhed at the heroic 
Sufferings and Conſtancy of the Chriſtian Martyrs, who chearfully offer- 
ed themſelves to the moſt bitter Deaths and Tortures which Cruelty could 
invent. Nor can all the Heathen Hiſtories furniſh us with ſo many In- 
ſtances of heroic Courage, as may be met with in one of the ten Perſe- 
cutions. Yet all this may be accounted for from the natural Influence 
which a divine Faith muſt have on the Soul of a religious Man. It is ſtill 
able to work Effects which to Men appear miraculous. It cauſes thoſe 


Heb. xi, Who are actuated by it, out of Weakneſs to become ſtrong, to wax valiant in 


34- 


Orat. de 
Aruſp. 
Reſp. 11, 


19. 


fight, and to put to flight the Armies of their Enemies. Cicero, that great 


Patriot and curious Obſerver of human Nature, ſays, that Religion 
% and Piety towards the Gods was the chief Thing that exalted the Ro- 
ce mans to Dominion and Power above all other Nations.” And if even 
a falſe Religion could naturally have ſuch Influence on the Courage of a 
Nation; how great muſt be the Force and Power of the true? I need 


not bring foreign Examples to illuſtrate and diſplay its Influence, as I 


am now addreſſing myſelt to a Congregation of Derrymen, whoſe Fathers, 
and even ſome of yourſelves, have ſeen and felt it in the Salvation which 
God wrought for us at Londonderry, and in the ſeveral ſubſequent Battles 
fought for our Religion and Liberty, under the Banners of King William 
of glorious Memory. 

From what J have ſaid, I hope it ſufficiently appears, that Religion and Vir- 
tue, in the very Nature of Things, raiſe the national Courage, by extirpating 
Effeminacy and Vice; by inuring Men to Diſcipline and Hardneſs; by making 
them deſpiſe Death and all Dangers; and by carrying them on to Victory 
from the moſt powerful Motives. And if it be ſo, how vain muſt the Boaſts 
of thoſe Bravces be, who would be thought ſtout while they defy Hea- 
ven? and would pretend to Valour while they are Slaves to their Vices? 
How greatly obliged muſt that Nation, which has hitherto been the 
moſt renowned for Courage in the World be, to our modern Infidels, 
who labour ſo hard to extirpate the Chriſtian Religion ? 

I ſhall now proceed to conſider the 
IId Reaſon aſſigned for Religion and Virtue being the moſt effectual 
Means to obtain to a Nation Victory over its Enemies, namely, In 


« that 


11 ] 
« that it ſecures the Aſſiſtance of the God of Hoſts, upon whoſe Favour 
« Victory does depend.” | 

That God is the univerſal Law-giver and Governour of the World is a 
Truth acknowledged by all Nations, and evident from that abſolute 
Property which the infinite ſelf-exiſtent Cauſe muſt have in every Thing, 
which derived its Exiſtence from him. That his Government muſt be 
adapted to the reſpective Natures and Conduct of his Creatures, that is, in 
another Word, juſt, is no leſs apparent from thoſe infinite Perfections of 
Holineſs, Wiſdom, and Power, which neceſſarily belong to God. As 


1 
IF 
14 
ll 
| 
\ 


Abraham pleaded in the Caſe of Sodom, the Fudge of all the Earth can- Gen. xviii. | 


not but do right. If fo, there muſt be a Diſtinction made between the? 


Righteous and the Wicked. And as Kingdoms and publick Communities 
are the great Theatres, whereon the various Scenes of God's righteous 
Providence are to be diſplay'd to his intelligent Creatures, it is highly 
ſuitable to the Divine Wiſdom, to diſtribute publick Rewards or Puniſh- 
ments to theſe, according to their Obedience or Diſobedience to his 
Laws. 

The Nation of Vael were a remarkable Example of this regular and 
equal Procedure of the Divine Providence. God himſelf gave them a 
Law from Heaven, and promiſed, that, upon their Obedience, he wou'd 
ſet them high above all Nations of the Earth. He wou'd cauſe their Ene- 
mies, that roſe up againſt them, to be ſmitten before their Face, on the 
contrary, he threatened them, that, on their Diſobedienee, he would cauſe them 
to be /mitten before their Enemies, and to be removed into all the Kingdems 
of the Earth, as may be ſeen at large throughout the whole 28th Chapter 
of Deuteronomy. The whole Procedure of Providence towards this Na- 
tion was exactly correſpondent to theſe Promiſes and Threatenings. 
While they continued in their Allegiance to God in the Days of Joſbua, 
they in a ſhort Time conquered, and near extirpated, the ſeven ſtrong 
Nations of Canaan, and poſſeſſed their Lands and Cities But no ſooner 
did they begin to fail in their Obedience, than God raiſed up againſt 
them the broken remains of theſe very Nations, and, as the Scripture ex- 


preſſeth it, ſld them into the Hand of one Enemy after another, till they Jud. ii. 14. 


became ſenſible of their Folly, and returned to their Obedience; and th'n 
their Deliverances from their Enemies, by the Hand of their Judges, whom 


God raiſed up for theſe Ends, were no leſs ſudden and extraordinary, 


The fame Succeſſion of Power or Servitude kept equal Pace with the 
Virtues and Vices of this Nation, under the Reigns of their Kings, Till 
| B 2 at 


- 
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Rom. ix. 


qi 24232. 


Jer. xxv. 


| | | Gen. XV. 


[ 121 
at length their Wickedneſs crying aloud to Heaven for Vengeance, and 
their Contempt of the ſeveral Warnings ſent to them from God, by his 
Servants the Prophets, provoked God to ſend againſt them the King of 
Aria, (who for this Reaſon is called the Rod of his Anger) who laid 
waſte their City and Temple, and carried the whole Nation Captive to 
Babylon. 

The Apoſtle Paul tells us, that what befel that Nation happened for 
our Example. One End therefore of God's ſeparating them from other 
Nations ſeems to be, to exhibit more diſtinctly to the World one uni- 
form Example of his righteous Providence. And, after allowing for ſome 
of thoſe miraculous and immediate Interpoſitions of Heaven, in puniſhing 
or rewarding them, which were the Conſequence of the particular Cove- 
nant made with them, it ſeems naturally to follow from the Juſtice of 
God, that the general Courſe of his Providence in exalting and pulling 
down all other Nations, according to the Meaſure of their Virtues or 
Vices, muſt have been the ſame. I fay it follows from the e of 
God; for, tho the Rewards and Puniſhments of particular Men may 
often, for wiſe and juſt Reaſons, be reſerved to a future State ; this Rea- 
fon ceaſes with regard to Nations and publick Communities: for a Na- 
tion, being a Body of Men united and ſubſiſting together only in this 
World, ſuch a Body muſt, as a Nation, be rewarded and puniſhed in 
this Life, or not at all God indeed often, for the ſake of ſome righ- 
teous Perſons dwelling in a wicked Nation, as Lot's Family in Sodom, 
or to make the Power of his Wrath the more known in an exem- 
plary Vengeance, doth endure with much long-ſuffering the Veſſels of Wrath 


fitted to Deſtruction. But as the Ears of the Lord are open to the Prayer 


of the Righteous, ſo his Face is ſet againſt a wicked Nation; and his 
Vengeance will ſooner or later fall upon it, and ſtill the longer it is ſuſ- 
pended, the more heavily. The Scriptures ſpeak often of a Cup, a cer- 
tain Meaſure of Wickedneſs which God permitted Nations to fill up, and 


as ſoon as it was fulfilled, he then put into their Hands the Cup of 


Wrath, the Cup of Trembling. And God himſelf, in his Covenant with 


Abraham, aſſigns it as the Reaſon why he would defer giving the Land 


of Canaan to his Seed for 400 Years, becauſe the Iniquity of the Amorite, 
who then poſſeſſed it, was not yet full. 


All 
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All the Knowledge, which we have leſt us in ancient Hiſtories of the va- 
rious States and Kingdoms of the World, points out this inſtructive Truth to 
us, that, as they all owed their Beginnings and flouriſhing to Virtue, ſo 
their Ruin was owing to the Divine Vengeance on their Vices. God 
himſelf, by his Prophet Amos, iſt and 2d Chapters, informs the World 
particularly of the ſeveral national Vices for which he wou'd, and accor- 
dingly did, deſtroy the ſeveral States and Kingdoms adjoining to the Land 
of Paleſtine. 


This appears ſtill more eminently in the Riſe and Fall of the four 
great Monarchies, which ſucceſſively governed the Earth. | 
All the Prophets with one Voice foretold the Deſtruction of the 
mighty Aſſyrian Monarchy, for their Oppreſſion and Ravages of all 
© the Nations around, and their Cruelty exerciſed upon God's People,” and 
as the Divine Juſtice is ſtill the ſame, may we not prognoſticate the 
Downfal of the Prench Monarchy for the ſame Cauſes? The Prophet 
Daniel told the laſt King of that Empire, in the midſt of his facrile- 
gious and drunken Feaſt, that as God had at firſt given Nebuchadnezzar 
his Father, a Kingdom, and Majeſty, and Glory, and Honour, and after- 
wards for his Pride drove him trom among Men to dwell with the 
Beaſts of the Field; ſo now for his lifting up himſelf againſt Heaven; 
for his Sacrilege in proſtituting Things ſet apart for the Service of 
God to common uſes; for his Blaſphemy in preferring Idols to the 
true God, God had taken his Kingdom from him, and given it to the 
Allies, the Medes and Perfians. The threatening was no ſooner pro- 
nounced than executed, for in that very Night was the King flain, and Dan. v. 
Darius took the Kingdom. | 18. 
The Perſian Empire roſe by the Bleſſing of God on the Virtue of 
Cyrus, It flouriſhed, as the Reward for that Prince's Piety in rebuilding 
the Temple of God at Jeruſalem, and in releaſing his People from Cap- | 
tivity, And when afterwards it ſunk into Luxury, Effeminacy, and all. 
manner of thocking Vices, God raiſed up againſt it an obſcure Kingdom 
of the Greeks, and gave ſuch rapid Succeſs to Alexander, that, with no 
more than 30,000 Men, he daſhed this mighty Empire to Pieces. Alex-- 
ander himſelf cou'd not but acknowledge that he received his Commiſſion. 
to overturn the Perſian Empire from the true God; when marching in. 


Rage to deſtroy Ferujalzm, he was met by the High- prieſt; upon the 
| very 


foſeph. ſhiped the God of Iſrae 
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very fight of whom, dropping his reſentment, he bow'd down and wor- 
. Saying, © that while he was at Dias in Mace- 
"Saying, „ that while he was at Diar in M 


8 II. « donia this very Man appeared to him in a Dream, exhorted him to 


« croſs the Helleſpont boldly, and aſſured him, that God would march at 
« the Head of his Army, and give him Victory over the Perfians.” 

Nor did the ſeveral Grecian Kingdoms laſt long, after they fell into the 
Luxury and Vices of the Per/ians. They alſo, in their turn, were given 
up as a Prey to the Romans. 

The Riſe of this mighty Empire was owing to the Divine Bleſſing 
the purity of Manners, the Juſtice, the Moderation of the primitive 
Romans. Nay, I will venture to ſay, their Piety: For, tho' the Re- 
ligion they profeſſed was a Falſe and Idolatrous one, yet it had a na- 
tural effect in forming their Minds to Courage, and, as it implied, a 
bent of Mind towards the Deity, tho' they knew him not: God 
was pleaſed to reward this good Diſpoſition with Temporal Blcflings. 
But when once Ambition and lawleſs Power took the Place of their 
primitive Moderation, Extortion and Oppreſſion ſucceeded their ancient 
Juſtice; Luxury and Gluttony came into the room of Induſtry and virtu- 
ous Poverty, Atheiſm and Profaneneſs baniſhed Religion, and Corru 
tion and Bribery crept into their Senate and Aſſembly of the People, and 
eat out the vitals of Liberty: God in his Juſtice ſent the Sword of civil 
War, ' nay their own Vices drew it on them, their Liberty and Virtue 
expired together. They ſoon loſt the very Shadow of Freedom under 
their Emperors. And it is no wonder, that, having loſt the Soul that ani- 
mated this Empire, it became a dead Carcaſs, for the barbarous Nations to 
tear to Pieces. The Body of this fourth great Beaſt, as of the other three 
which went before it, was given to the Birds of the Air and Beaſts of 
the Field. 

The riſe and fall of theſe four great Empires, is particularly propheſy'd 
and ſet forth in the Viſions of Daniel: And may be ſufficient to convince 
us, that the moſt High ruleth in the Kingdoms of Men. Grandeur, and 
Empire, and Glory are his, He indulges them to whom he pleaſes, and, 
in like manner, withdraws them to puniſh their abuſe. 

God is called the God of Hos, or Armies; every Battle is a direct Ap- 
peal to His Juſtice. And we may reaſonably hope, that God will decide 
in Favour of thoſe who Fear and Love Him, and whom conſequently He 
Loves. This was confeſſed by the Heathen World, in all their Heca- 
tombes and ſolemn Sacrifices offered up before their going to Battle. Xe- 


nophon, 
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m2phon, who was himſelf a Soldier and a Pagan, recommends the Practice 
of Religion, and imploring the Aid of the Gods frequently. He incul- 
cates it no leſs than thirteen Times in one ſmall Tra, And rightly judg- 
ing, that theſe religious Inſinuations might offend ſome People, he makes 


this Apology for them. © If any one wonders, that I inſiſt fo much R 


« here upon the neceſſity of not forming any great Enterprize, without 


« firſt endeavouring to render the Divinity favourable and propitious ; Ch. ii. 


« Jet him conſider, that there are in War a Thouſand unforeſeen and Sed. iii. 


« obſcure Conjunctures, wherein the General can take no other counſel 
« but of the Gods; nothing is obſcure or doubtful with them. And we 
t may preſume, that the Gods are more inclined to illuminate the Minds 
« of thoſe who conſult them, not only in urgent Neceſſities, but who, 
_ « at all Times and when no Dangers threaten them, render them all the 
©« Homage and Adoration of which they are capable.” So far could 
this wiſe and virtuous Heathen General ſee, even from the light of Na- 
ture. But we, who enjoy the light of a Divine Revelation, may re:d in 
the ſacred Hiſtory the many particular Ways whereby God has inter- 
oſed in the Day of Battle, in Favour of His People. Sometimes ſettin 
the Swords of the Enemies againſt one another, as in the Midianitiſh Ar- 
my: Sometimes by ſtriking them with a ſudden Panick, as He did the 


Syrian Army at the Siege of Samaria: And at other Times, when the Jad. vii. 
Blaſphemies of the Enemy, and Prayers of His People call'd for a more 2 Kings 
ext:aordinary Vengeance, by ſending His deſtroying Angel to ſtrike dead vii. 6. 

at once the whole Army, as he did to the Aſſyrians at the Siege of Feru. '*: 35+ } 


ſalem. The Weapons of Death, which God has prepared againſt His 
Enemies and for the Defence of His People, are Infinite. If we have 
God on our Side, we may ſay with Religious /, when he went out 


againſt Zerab the Ethiopian and his Army of a Million, «It is nothing , Chron. 
% with thee to help with many, or with them that have no Power ! Help us, xiv. 11. | 


« O Lordour God! For we reſt on thee! And in thy Name, we go again/t 
te this Muititude! C Los d, thou art our God; let not Man prevail againſt 
ae / "of & | 
Having now, as I hope, ſufficiently demonſtrated the Truth of the 
Propofition which 1 laid down, namely, „ that Religion and Virtue. are 
the beſt means whereby a Nation may obtain a ſpeedy and effectual 
% Victory over its Enemies,” 5 
I ſhall proceed to draw ſome Concluſions from it ſuitable to the preſent 
Circumſtances of theſe Nations, and the Occaſion of this Day. | : 
— ift, 
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1ſt, It follows from hence, Li the PraQtice of Piety and Virtue i is 
« the trueſt Policy and Wiſdom of any Nation.” 

There have ſprung up in ſome Parts of Europe a ſet of Politicians, who 
have left God and Virtue out of their Scheme, and have taught it as the 
ſureſt way to Dominion and Power, to ſtop at nothing that points out an 
immediate Intereſt. How ſuitable ſoever this diſingenuous Cunning may 
be to the narrow Genius of Arbitrary Countries, it is below the Courage 
and Generoſity of a great and free Nation. Moſes, who was a much wiſer 
Politician than Matchiavel, or any of the Cardinal Miniſters of State, his 
Diſciples, has taught us a better Rule for national Conduct, when exhort- 
ing the Commonwealth of Varel to obey ſt ily the divine Laws, he 
adds. Keep therefore and do them, for this is your Wiſdom and your Under- 
* in the fight of the Nations which ſhall hear all theſe Statutes, and 
ſay, © Surely this great Nation is a Wiſe and Unaerſtanding People.” An 
Evaſion and Trick may ſometimes, like a Lie, ſerve a preſent turn : But 
it is a ſteady adhereance to Religion and Virtue alone, which can exalt a 
Nation to laſting Dominion and Glory. Nay, it is neceſſary, not only 
to the Power, but to the very Being of a Nation. 

To encourage and promote this therefore, which is the true Palladium 
of the Britiſh Nation, all Sorts of Perſons, who have the leaſt tincture of 
publick Spirit, ought in their ſeveral Stations to direct their Power and 
Influence. 

The Nobie and Great, by their Example and Countenance, which 
would ſoon make Religion and Virtue faſhionable, and ſo eſtabliſh it in- 
to a common Law 

The Magiſtrates, by their Authority, in executing thoſe wholeſome 
Laws, which the Wiſdom and Piety of our Anceſtors have provided, for 
the Suppreſſion of Vice and encouragement of Vittue. Nor can they, 
without the guilt of Perjury as well as a diſregard for their Country, 
ſuffer the Sword of Juſtice to ruſt in their Hands, when Atheiſm and In- 
fidelity, Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs, and publick Debaucheries call upon 
them to make uſe of it. 

The Clergy, by their Inſtructions and fervent Exhortations, backed by 
their even religious and virtuous Lives, which is the only way to carry 
ome their Exhortations with Force, and to convince their Hearers, that 
e mighty Truths of Religion have a ſuitable Influence on their own 


ouls. - 
| J | The 
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The Soldiers and Sailors, who hazard their Lives for the Service of 
their Country; by a ſtrict obſervance of Diſcipline, and an habitual de- 
pendance on, and reverence of, God, in whoſe Hands their Lives are, 
and on whom their Victories depend. 

All private Perſons, by their own Practice of Virtue and Piety, and 
encouraging of it in their Families, and among thoſe with whom they 
converſe. 

Did the whole Nation thus join as one Man, we ſhould foon triumph 
over our Enemies; and God would delight to dwell among us. Men 
glory in being thought Patriots; but Religion and Virtue is the trueſt Pa- 
triotiſm ; and yet it is moſt ſtrange, that great Men ſhould be aſhamed 
of being thought ſtrictly religious. I muſt not call this Cowardice, becauſe 
many good Men of approved Honour and Courage have fallen into this 
Weakneſs. It is rather a falfe modeſty ; that miſtaken baſhfulneſs, which 


the wiſe Son of Sirach reproves, when he fays, Refrain not to ſpeak, Eecleſ. iv, 


« when there is Occaſion to do Good; and hide not thy Wiſdom in her ©3: 
« Beauty. 

2dly, "If Religion and Virtue are the beſt Means to ſecure the Tran- 
quillity, and advance the Honour, of a Nation; it follows hence, „that 
« when any Kingdom or People have unhappily fallen into a State of 
« Irreligion or Vice, it is highly incumbent on them to implore the Di- 
« vine Pardon for what is paſt, by a deep Humiliation and fervent 
* Prayer; and for the future to break off from their Sins by a thorough 
« Repentance and Reformation.” 

The Word which we tranſlate Repentance very emphatically ſignifies, 
in the original, a growing Wiſe again, a returning to our Reaſon and 
Wits, | | 

If Repentance be the Wiſdom of private Perſons, it muſt ſtill be more 
the Prudence and Wifdom of a great Nation. It has therefore conſtant- 
ly been the Practice of all wiſe and virtuous Sovereigns and Law-givers, 
of Moſes, Joſbuab, Samuel, Hezekiah, Jofiab, Nehemiah and Ezrah, 
when the People had fallen into any notorious Offence, to appoint a 
ftolemn Humiliation, for deprecating the Wrath of God, and renewing 
with Him that Covenant of Obedience which they had broken. 

Our gracious Sovereign, in Imitation of theſe Wiſe and religious Princes 
and Law-givers, and animated with a Zeal for the Glory of God and for 
the Proſperity and Honour of his Kingdoms, calls upon us and all his 
Subjects in Great-Britain and — this Day, © to humble ourſelves 

| = © before 
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before Almighty God, in order to obtain Pardon for our Sins; and, in 
moſt devcut and ſolemn Manner, ſend our Prayers and Supplications to 
the Divine Majeſty, for averting thoſe heavy Judgments, which our 
manifold Sins and Provocations have moſt juſtly deſerved ; and implor- 
ing His Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance on his Majeſty's Arms, and for reſtore- 
ing and perpetuating Peace, Safety, and Proſperity to his Majeſty and 
« his Kingdoms.” 
His Majeſty, as a true Defender f our Faith and Liberties, herein doth 
his Part. Let not us fruſtrate his pious Intentions for our Safety and Glory, 
by being wanting in ours. The ſuperficial Performance of this ſolemn 
Duty would be an heaping up the Meaſure of our Iniquities, by adding 
to it, that moſt grievous of all Sins, a folemn Mockery of Almighty 
God! Let us hear and tremble at the Meflage which God ſent by His 
Prophet Ezekzel xiv. ch, to the hypocritical Elders of 1/rae/, who came 
in a ſolemn Manner to enquire of him, and yet /et up their Idols in their 
Heart, and the ſtumbling- bloc of their Ini quity before their Face. viii. ver. 
1 the Lord will anſiver him by myſelf ! And what is the Anſwer? 7 wrll 
ſet my Face againſt that Man, 1 will make him a Sign, and a Proverb, and 
4 will cut him off from the midſt of my People ! 
That we may ee Diſcharge this our Duty of Humiliation in 
good earneſt ; as the Community conſiſts of Individuals, it becomes every 
Individual Perſon among us, firſt of all, to ſearch and examine his own 
Private Vices, which are beſt known to God and his own Conſcience ; 
| ; Mat. vii. to pluch the Beam out of his own Eye, and to root out the Plant of Wicked- 
= 5. neſs from his Heart, 
= Being thus happily diſpoſed and prepared, it 1s incumbent on us next, 
as we are Members of Society, to lament and repent, as in Duſt and 
Aſhes, for the crying Sins of theſe Kingdoms, 1 are too notorious to 
b be concealed ; the Effects of them have ſpread over the Land, and the 
= = cry of them has reached to Heaven ! 


Fre ii. 4 = the Front of this Roli, full of Lamentations, and Mourning, and Woe, 

| LO, ands 
= Atheiſm and Infidelity, The former, one ſhould think, was ſo abſurd 
and monſtrous as not to dare to appear among human Creatures: And 
yet there have been many daring Attempts, not only in Practice, but in 
publick Converſations, and even in Writing, to thruſt it forward, The 
latter 1s become ſo barefaced as to be publickly avowed ; inſomuch that 
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it is ufual for Men of narrow Souls (who have attained juſt ſuch a ſmat- 
tering of Learning, as is apt to make them conceited, but not enough to 
make them Wile), to ſet out into the World with arguing againſt Chri- 
ſtianity; finding this the ſhorteſt Way to gain them a Character. Did 
Men, who had a ſincere Deſire after Truth, propoſe any Scruples againſt 
Chriſtianity, with that Modeſty which is due to the national Religion, 
and that Seriouſneſs which becomes a Point of Eternal Salvation, Reafon 
would that all poſſible Pains ſhould be taken, in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 2 Tim. ii 
to ſatisfy their Scruples; and it they cannot be convinced, they deſerve #5: 
Forbearance and Pity. But the Caſe is quite otherwiſe with reſpect to 
thoſe, who, without offering the Colour of any rational Argument, en- 
deavour, by the meer dint of Buffoonery, Ridicule, profane and blaſphem- 
ous Jeſts, to laugh the Chriſtian Religion out of Countenance, And I 
cannot but reckon the Countenance and Connivance, ſhewn to ſuch 

| hardened Miſcreants, one of the moſt grievous Sins of theſe Nations. 

Great-Britain and Ireland have from ſmall Beginnings, from ſeveral 

little divided States, Riſen, under the happy Influence of the Chriſtian 
Religion, to Grandeur, and Power, and Glory; ſo as to make the 
greateſt Figure of any Nation in Europe; and have always flouriſhed or 
fallen, in Proportion to their Obſervation of its Preceptò; and ſhall we 
ſuffer it tamely to be trampled under Foot! That boaſted Courage 
which has diſtinguiſhed Britons, will not long ſurvive? * We have 
a Specimen of this in thoſe Self-murders, which fo mich abound 
fince the ſpreading of the Principles of Infidelity, which, inſtead of in- 
ſpiring Men with Patience, Courage, and magnanimity of Soul, infuſe 
into them that baſe Cowardice which makes Men flee out of the World, 
rather than bear the common Frailties and Misfortunes of human Life. 

In the train of Infidelity, ate to be numbered ſeveral other Impieties, 
too common even among thoſe who yet maintain the outward Form of n ... 
. Chriſtianity. Contempt and neglect of the publick Worſhip and Ordinances... 1 

A Sin, not only of the ignorant and mean; but of Men of Figure and 
Learning, and many valuable Endowments, who can't but know, that, 
how much ſoever they are above learning any Thing from a Sermon, 
they ſtill owe to God publick Adoration and Praiſe; and to their Country 
a good Example, and Prayers for its Welfare. | 

I may add Herefies and Schiſms, Blaſphemies, profane Cur/ing and Swear - 

ing; and, the natural Conſequence of this habitual Irreverence to the holy 
Name of God, folemn Perjurits. 


TLheſe 
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Theſe Sins of Impiety againſt Heaven have paved the Way to ano- 
ther, that may claim the ſecond Place in the Catalogue of our national 
Vices. | 

Contempt of lawful Authority, and the ſtirring up of evil Surmiſes and 

ealouſies againſt our Sovereign and his Adminiſtration. Liberty is the 
Glory of theſe Nations; and the very Impunity of thoſe who daily libel- 
led publick Authority is a ſtronger Proof of the ample Manner in which 
we enjoy it, than all their Murmurings could be of the contrary, But 
nothing is more dangerous than Liberty, when it degenerates into Licen- 
tiouſneſs, and is abuſed as a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, to enſnare and draw 
off, by this pompous Pretext, ſimple well-meaning Men from their Al- 
legiance. How lightly ſocver ſome may think of this Crime, it is far 
worſe in its Nature, and may prove ſo in its Conſequences, than Men at 
firſt are aware of. It is no leſs than an Impiety againſt Heaven: For 
the ſame Authority, that commands to © Fear God,” immediately ſub- 
. Joins, © Honour the King.” —It tends inſenſibly to alienate the Hearts of 
Subjects from their Sovereign, of the Children from their publick Father, 
and gives wicked Men an Opportunity to create Diſturbances at Home, 
and other Kingdoms to infult us from Abroad. 

Of this evil Tendency we have the ſtrongeſt Inſtance in the late perfi- 
dious and deſperate Attempt of the French Court to invade theſe King- 
doms, before any War was declared, in favour of the Son of a popiſh Pre- 
tender, For it is not to be imagined, that, without ſome ſecret Depend- 
ence upon Diviſions ard Diſaffection among ourſelves, a Court fo diſtin- 
guiſhed for Craft and Intrigue would have dared to offer an Inſult, which 
muſt neceſſarily provoke the utmoſt Reſentment of a war{ke Monarch and 
= Nation. 

e have Reaſon to thank God, who hath bafled the Hopes of our Ene- 
mies, and turned their Deſigns againſt us to their own Confuſion, by 
uniting more warmly to his Majeſty upon this Occaſion the Hearts and 
Hands of all his true Subjects, ſo great an Unanimity having not been 
known fince the Attempt of the Spaniſh Armada in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, whoſe Memory be ever bleſſed. As we have eſcaped the Snare, 
we ſhould learn this uſeful Leſſon from it, To beware of affording our 
Enemies ſuch Handles againſt us for the future.” 


Another national Sin, which calls for our Humiliation, is, Luxury. 
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This ſhews itſelf in various Shapes; in the Invention of new Arts of 
Cookery to pamper the Stomach and make it bear a nauſcous Load: In 
habitual Rioting and Drunkenneſs; in vain Pomp and Equipage; in the 
Introduction of foreign, more eſpecially French, Commodities and 
Manufactures to the Ruin of our own, and in that epidemical Fol- 
ly which hath poſſeſſed People in living beyond their Fortunes, 

Beſide the Effeminacy which this Vice introduces, for which it ought 
to be avoided as a Peſtilence by a Nation that would keep up its Cou- 
rage; it is a fiuitful Monſter, and daily brings forth many other Sins; 
ſuch as Injuſtice in not paying juſt Debts to the Labourer and Tradeſman 
want of Charity; and Oppreſſion in tearing out the Bowels of poor Te- 
nants in order to ſupport Extravagance. The Belly of the Glutton or 
Drunkard hath no Ears to attend to the Cry of the Indigent or oppreſſed, 
But God hath ! The Apoſtle James tells us, that their Cry aſcends to Hea- Jam. v. 4. 
ven, and enters into the Ears of the Lord of Armies, 

The Luxury of theſe Kingdoms has been the Conſequence of the 
Improvement of our Trade and the Increaſe of our Riches: and it 
ought to be our particular Care not to provoke God's Juſtice to 
withdraw from us theſe Advantages, by our abuſe of them. Hear 
what God, by the Mouth of his Prophet Hoſea, faith to 1/rael 
upon ſuch an Abuſe, Ch. ii. 8, g Verſes, She did not know that I 
gave ber Corn, and Wine, and Oil, and multiplied her Silver and Gold. 
Therefore will I return and take away my Corn in the Time thereof, 
and my Wine in the Seaſon thereof, and will recover my Wool and my 
Flax. 

I might mention other Vices notorious among us; but what have been 
already enumerated are ſufficient to convince us, that our Sins are great, 
and that we might expect to have our Puniſhments in Proportion, if we 
looked merely to God's Juſtice, and not to his Mercy. 

The ancient Briti/h Hiſtorian, Gildas of Bath, who was a fad Eye- 
Witneſs to the Deſtruction of the old Britons, gives us a melancholy Ca- 
talogue of the Impieties, Her&fies, and Immoralities which then abounded 
in the Nation, and for the Puniſhment of which, he ſays, God ſent among 
them the Saxons. I hope in God, that the State of Religion and Virtue 
is {till ſomewhat better among us now, than it was then among our Fore- 
fathers, yet theſe Things ſhould awaken us, to call mightily upon cur God. jonah i. 6. 
Do they not require our deep Hamiliation, our ſharpeſt Tears, and all 
poſſible 
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poſſible Endeavours for a Reformation? Such a Courſe of Repentance and 
Amendment is a ſure Way to bear our Country triumphant over all the 
Wars and Confuſions now in Europe, as Noab's Ark rode ſafe over the 
Deluge which ſwallowed up wicked Men. 

Let us therefore now ſorrow for our Sins; but not as thoſe who have 
no Hope. Devout Humiliation hath always been productive of happy 
Effects. God promiſed his People 1/-ael, by his Prophet Joel, that, upon 
W Joclii.18. their humbling themſelves, he would be zealous for bis Land, and pity his 

People! And we find, that upon the public Humiliation of Niniveb, an 
| Jonah iv. heathen and wicked City, God ſuſpended the Deſtruction which he had 
1 denounced againſt it by the Mouth of his Prophet Jonah. And will he 
Pſa.lxxxv. not ſpare us who are his peculiar People? He hath ſaid that he will. He 
* will ſpeak Peace to his Pecple and to his Saints: But let them not turn 
again unto Folly. 

Let us therefore now repent ; but not repent again of our Repentance. 
Let us rather demonſtrate to Angels and Men, that our Sorrow for what 
3s paſt is ſincere and effectual by breaking off all Impieties and profane 
Contempt of God and Religion; by uniting our Hearts and Hands to 
ſupport our Gracious Sovereign, in the noble Cauſe wherein he is engaged 
of maintaining the Liberties of Europe, and ſecuring the Honour, Com- 
merce, and independency of theſe Nations; by extirpating Luxury, Lewd- 
nefs, and all effeminate Vices; and by theſe means recovering the ancient 
Britiſh Spirit, which made all Kingdoms on the Earth honour and 
fear us. 

I hope, that what hath been advanced in this Diſcourſe may, through 
God's Grace, contribute to ſhew you the Way to do this, and to perſuade 

ou to it. 

s And if ye are diſpoſed to comply, I ſhall conclude with opening to you 

a Commiſſion, wherein we, the Miniſters of God, have a particular Charge 

to deliver a certain Meſſage to you; it is enrolled, Deut. Ch. xx. 3d, 4th 

Verſes. «© Hear, O ael, (or I may ſay, O Britons) as there is War de- 

e clared with France and Spain, ye approach from this Day forward 

de to Battle againſt your Enemies: Let not your Hearts faint, fear not, 

« and do not trewble, neither be ye terrified becauſe of them, For the 


*« Lord your God is he that goeth with you, to fight for you againſt your 
Enemies and to fave you.“ 


Qur 
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Our Cauſe is juſt; the Maintenance of the Liberties of Europe, the Ho- 
nour of our King, and the eſſential Rights of our Country. Our Enemies, 
by the Violation of ſolemn Treaties, have ſet themſelves in array againſt 
the God of Armies. Providence hath already interpoſed in our Favour. 
The Sea is by Nature the Defence of theſe Kingdoms: Our Fleets, truſt- 
ing to the Divine Protection, will be as a Wall of Fire round about us. 


And God will cauſe Religion, Liberty, and true Courage to continue long 
to be the Glory in the mid/t of us. Amen! 


Let God ariſe, and our Enemies ſhall be ſeattered? 
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